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Abstract:

Can creative visualizations of real time energy consumption patterns trigger more ecologically
responsible behavior? Media art that displays the real time usage of key resources such as electricity
offers new strategies to conserve energy in the home and workplace. This paper details the
development of a public art project created for the National Center for Supercomputing Applications
that measures electricity usage in real time for the purpose of education and curtailment of power
usage. A version of this piece will be on view in the exhibition, Speculative Data and the Creative

Imaginary, a component of the 2007 Creativity and Cognition conference.
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Abstract:

EventStream was designed to help out-of-town attendees of seminars or conferences use public
transportation (PT) to travel to and from these meetings. Since the dominant business travel mode
is the personal vehicle [2], this would help reduce habitual and inefficient travel in Single Occupant
Vehicles. Using recommendations from studies on travel mode choice [4], we designed
EventStream to offer customized transit information for this target group. We deliver this
information via email, our website, to an iPod, or through Short Message Service (SMS) to a cell
phone. Our user studies indicated a willingness to attempt PT use in an unfamiliar town when

provided information that supports informed choices.
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